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 The MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB of America • Sacramento Section   October  2003
Calendar Of Events

October 12 2003
Oktoberfest
Kevin & Gloria McKnight

Novenber 15, 2003
Planning meeting for 2004
Sizzler Restaurant
Bill Brandt
(916) 399-1736

December 2003
Dec 19th
Section Christmas Party at the Holbrook
Hotel - Grass Valley & Cornish Christmas in
Town

 Gary & Carolyn Twing
(530) 265-4079

December 21, 2003
Nevada City Victorian Christmas
 Bobbie Larson

Planning Meeting – Saturday 6:00 PM
November 15, 2003

Meet us at the Sizzler restaurant – at Fulton Ave and Cottage
Way (By Sacramento Jaguar) and plan out the next year’s
events. I have thought of having an overnight event to San
Simeon with an evening tour of Hearst Castle.  I can use your
input!

We’ll plan out the next year’s schedule. Don’t like what we
have been doing - then show up and help plan our activities!
We do need your help!

There’s no coupon to send it – just show up! The Club is
paying for the meeting room and gratuities. Just order what
you want at the front - no reservation required.

Bill Brandt
Section Christmas Party - December 19,

2003

Mark your calenders for the evening of December 19, 2003 , when
we’ll have our annual Christmas Party at the Holbrook Hotel in
Grass  Valley. This will  also be the last evening for Grass Valley’s
Cornish Christmas. Hosts Carolyn and Gary Twing also have
blocked off 10 rooms should you care to spend the evening - but
you must reserve them as soon as possible. A Queen sized
room is $95 and the King is $105. If reserving you must mention
that you are from the Mercedes-Benz Club. Call Eleanor at
(530) 273-1353.
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President’s
Message  by: Bill Brandt

Submit articles to:
Bill Brandt
5910 Gloria Dr.
Sacramento, CA 95822
e-mail: wlb@lanset.com

Deadline for submissions is the
20th of each month.

For changes to articles or ads:
Chris Dudte
(775) 673-1433
e-mail: cdudte@ao.net

Deadline for changes to articles
or ads is approximately the 26th
of each month.

t h e     c a p i t o l     S T A R

Contact Information for “the Capitol STAR”
New article ideas:
Bill Brandt
5910 Gloria Dr.
Sacramento, CA 95822
e-mail: wlb@lanset.com

If you make the drive to Monterey
though the town of  Seaside, you can
still see the rifle ranges of Ft Ord. I sup-
pose one thing that has reminded me of
my firm middle age is the knowledge
that Ft Ord, the place of so many memo-
ries in 1972, is closed. Do I have some
Ft Ord stories….

Having the distinction of actually being
the second to last group to have been
drafted – and inducted – into the US
Armed Forces,  I found myself at
around 17:00 (see how the Army influ-
enced me?) – being put on a bus from
the Oakland Induction Center bound for
Ft Ord.

I  remembered the adage to “Never
volunteer for anything in the Army” and
for the most part it served me well. At
least most of the time.

Three days a week, we would double
time a few miles from our barracks to
the rifle ranges along the coast. I al-
ways made it a point to be in the middle
of a formation and not draw any atten-
tion to the drill sergeant.
For most of the 2 months it was a wise

course until that fateful day
after we had target practice.

“First 2 rows, take 2 steps
forward!”, bellowed the ser-

geant.

Last 2 rows, take 2 steps backward!.

You 4 rows, you are dismissed!

I now knew that something was up, and
being in the middle row, attempted to
make the best of it. When the sergeant
asked for those who had driver’s li-
censes, I was the first to volunteer. One
guy had to let the sergeant know that
he had a chauffeur’s license.

The sergeant then excused all those
without driver’s licenses. The sergeant
then took the rest of us aside and told
us what we would be driving. He gave
us each of us a 6’ wide broom with a
leather harness to put over our shoul-
ders.

For the next hour I “drove” the broom
up and down the sand sweeping up all
the expended brass. I had to laugh be-
cause even 31 years ago I figured that
if I was dumb enough to volunteer I
deserved what I got.

Not that my entire Army career involved
shirking new jobs. When I felt that the
proposed job would make a difference
and I could help, I volunteered. My first
station was at an old decrepit radar sta-
tion overlooking Ramstein AFB in Ger-
many..  My barracks, at Landstuhl,
overlooked a picturesque little town.

However at this radar station it became
obvious that any officer or NCO  who
had ever screwed up in the division was
sent here. It was the Siberia of the 32nd.
This station had such old non-function-
ing equipment that it received feeds from
a working base code-named Lima,
about 50 miles north. Lima was an un-
derground world staffed by 100
Luftwaffe, 100 USAF and 30 of us
Army people.

When it became known that Lima was
understaffed and needed people I was
first to volunteer. I felt as long as I was
there I might as well make a difference.

So I moved from my “picture perfect”
town to “ein Kuhdorf” – a cow town –
and the bunker. So that’s my story on
my very small part in keeping the
Warsaw Pact on their side of the bor-
der.

Continued on page 4
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Parts Department is open to serve our clients
Monday thru Friday from 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

&
Saturdays from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm

           Infant                             Toddler                         Child Booster
             $158                               $140                            $163

M-Class Cap
100% Cotton
$18.50 to $20

M-Class Shirt
100% Cotton Polos
$68 to $74

Stainless Steel with
Quartz Movement
$170

Velour Floor Mats
$71 to $110

Car Care Kit
$98

Mercedes-Benz of
Sacramento
1810 Howe Avenue

Sacramento, CA 95825
(916) 924-8000

On September 27th, 2003 members of the
Sacramento Section supported  the annual
“Unveiling of the Best” hosted by
Mercedes-Benz of Sacramento. This event,
which benefits both the Shriner’s Hospital
for Children and Meals a la Car, always
brings out a good crowd.

Our Section supported them both in our
participation and bringing some classic
Mercedes for display.

This year, we had a 1955 300SL Gullwing, a
1957 300SL roadster, 1959 190 ‘Pontoon”
sedan, 1959 190SL and a 1970 280SL.

I can tell you the cars were a hit – people
were even coming in from Howe Avenue
just to look at them. Some of the more “cu-
rious” people were opening the doors of
the Gullwing so I went on guard duty!

DaimlerChrysler also had some of the
newest & best – they drove a $400,000
Maybach from Southern California for us
to view – and experience. I told the driver
that I will probably wait 10 years until Tom
Cruise is ready to sell his!

The Maybach is the spiritual descendent
of the mighty W100 – the 600 made 30 years
ago. It is simply the best DaimlerChrysler
can offer – a 6000 lb sedan that moves like
a gazelle – it can accelerate faster than a
Porsche 911 Carrara .  With ultimate com-
fort.

The future was also on view – our friends
at the fuel cell center had their latest
NECAR in the showroom. Restaurants par-
ticipating exemplified the best in Sacramento
– from Maces to the Cliff House to the
Zinfandel Grill.

I brought some happiness to one guest –
Lori Smith – when she spotted Vlade Divac
– Sacramento King’s star player – enjoying
the event I got a picture of them. At 7’1” he
wasn’t hard to miss!

Many thanks to members Mike & Pauline
Blanton  (300SL Gullwing), Ted & Elaine
Bonnington (300SL roadster), Tom & Inga
Bourdon (190 sedan), Richard Fosmoe
(190SL), and Don & Dorine Sagner (1970
280SL) for helping to make this a gala event.

Bill Brandt

Unveiling The Best
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6 years ago Bob Cottam asked me if I
wanted to be Vice President for our
Section. Since our Section has been so
active I felt that I should put in some
time doing my part keeping the Section
active. I then moved up to President 4
years ago when Inga retired. When
Inga, who was also the editor of our
newsletter, asked for a new newsletter
editor I stepped up. Nobody else wanted
the  job.

 I view the President’s job – the pri-
mary job – as insuring the financial
health of the Section. That is my self-
definedfunction. Every President I have
known has also felt an obligation to at-
tend our monthly activities. I’ve always
felt that if our members care enough to
plan an event – and some of these take
some good planning, the least I can  do
is show up. I’m proud to say that I
haven’t  missed a single event – that is
over 70.

The newsletter has had only 2 criteria
– first, we don’t’ discuss any politics.
We met as a Board 6 years ago and
made that a policy. Discussing any poli-
tics in our newsletter – which binds us
all as Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts – is
simply divisive. Second, it has to be
timely. Notifying members of an event
that happens in 2 days is not helpful.
Even worse is letting you know after
the fact.

 Once, I had planned a wonderful over-
night trip to Virginia City. I even had a
woman from the Nevada Bureau of
Mines dress in period costume – com-
plete with parasol – lead us down the
streets telling us how things were. Our
newsletter was being produced by a
commercial house at the time and be-
cause it was a month late, nobody knew
about my event. I telephoned who I
could and 7 of us made the drive to Vir-
ginia City. This was a trip I had planned
extensively, having made 3 trips to set
things up. This for an event that I had
prepared for 30-40.

Since I have taken over the production
responsibility along with the editing, I
have made it a point to get it out on time.
This usually means that once the issue
is mailed, I have about 10-12 days to
relax and then start on the next issue. I
think I’ve done pretty good  job both as
President and newsletter editor.

A member’s email a few days prompted
me to write this column. This member,
who had attended a recent event,
wanted me  to know that ”someone he
talked to” felt  I really wasn’t following
proper procedures.

He wanted me to know that I should
have had an election committee to find
candidates for that August event. I don’t
have a committee because I couldn’t
find any volunteers.  When I told him
that this unknown member would make
a perfect committee chairman – and
wanted a name – I was met with si-
lence.

That’s been the problem in a nutshell.
The people who have all put in a lot of
time running this section deserve retire-
ment. Nobody else is stepping forward.
A couple of years ago the Cal-Star Sec-
tion disbanded in a large part because
the same people were saddled with run-
ning it year after year. Some of their
members are now with us.  I’ve been
doing this for 6 years. I’m getting tired.

If all this sounds like I’m complaining
I’m not. As a good friend once told me
“Life is all about choices”. You think
about that and realize the truth. We
make choices each day of our life –
some choices are good and some will
cause us harm, if not immediately then
down the road. I made the choice and
the time to help run this Section.

And lest you think I’m claiming I’m
doing “all the heavy lifting” – I’m not.
I’m proud of not only the StarTech Com-
mittee – who through a lot of hard work
– turned a probable failure into a great
success. Just about everything was go-

ing against us – from terrorism to the
economy, and we made it a success.

Then of course we have those mem-
bers who through their giving of their
time plan – and host – the events we
have had each month. We are one of
the most active Sections in MBCA. If
you factor in our size we are probably
the  most active – meaning more mem-
bers here per capita have been involved.
I can tell you it can be time consuming
– and one’s only reward is seeing the
good time fellow members are having.

I simply need a break from the day to
day requirements of running this Sec-
tion.

I’ve never been one to voluntarily quit
anything and I won’t quit this Section.
However, I believe next year we’ll pare
the activities down to bi monthly unless
I can get more help.

Our membership is down to 400 – a loss
of about 100 in the last 6 years. It seems
to be a trend with all the Sections. A lot
of the “core” people have either died
or moved  - or, after the work of
StarTech, simply tired. As it is I am do-
ing the jobs of 3 people. Unless I can
get some help for the coming year we’ll
be doing an event and newsletter every
other month. This isn’t my  club - it’s
our club!

The Section needs your help.
We need volunteers to keep the
club active!

Bill

Continued from page 2
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Justine Renee Vanderschoot
March 30, 1986 - September 2, 2003

Many of you have known her  father Don both in a professional and social
manner. Don has always been a friend to our Club, a “gentle giant” as one club
member told me.

Our condolences go to Don, wife Lynnette and daughter Christine over the
tragic and senseless loss  of  Justine.

Bill Brandt

Sacramento Section at Unveiling of the Best

Darryl “Mr. Poker” Kielich  checking hands during the Poker Run

    5th Annual Poker Run

On September 20th, 2003, 25 members
of the Sacramento Section met at
Mercedes Benz of Sacramento for the
5th annual poker run.

Contestants picked up cards in sealed
envelopes along the run through some
scenic gold rush towns. The rallymaster
has always allowed for a leisurely drive,
and this year was no exception.

Members were spotted shopping in
Amador City, Sutter Creek and Jack-
son prior to our finish at Teresa’s res-
taurant in Jackson.

I personally had a 40 year mystery
solved during this trip.

In Amador City there used to be an
eccentric old  man who ran a museum.
His museum contained many gold pieces
and artifacts from the gold rush.

He had a memorable “watch dog” – a
rattlesnake that that he would release
to “patrol” the floor. The next morning
he would open the door and hit the floor
with his cane to locate the snake.

Over the years I wondered what had
happened to him and a longtime resi-
dent said he had been killed.

I also got to meet our web master, Craig
Griffith, for the first time at this event.

At Teresas we had a leisurely lunch
with a lot of laughter as Darryl &
Debbie looked for the best hands.

Winners included Allan Geiken and
Sondra Schonwasser, who each won a
watch generously donated by
Mercedes-Benz of Sacramento.  John
& Honey Harris won a wine basket that
Debbie Kielich was so nice in giving.
My apologies to the member who won
the poster donated by Graham & Betty
Gall – I can’t remember the name!

Bill Brandt
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Please Note:

the capitol STAR is the official publi-
cation of the Sacramento Section of
the Mercedes Benz Club of America
and is provided solely for the benefit
of the members.  Opinions and ideas
are for information only.   No official
authentication is implied by the edi-
tor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA,
MBUSA, MBAG or DBAG.  No infer-
ence should be made that the prod-
ucts or services advertised or reported
herein have the approval of the Edi-
tor/Publisher, MBCA, MBNA,
MBUSA, MBAG or DBAG.  Permis-
sion to reproduce material orignal to
the capitol STAR is granted provided
proper permission and credit is given.

Join MBCA

To join the Mercedes-Benz Club of
America, call the MBCA National
Business Office at (800) 637-2360
and use your VISA or MasterCard.
Membership dues are $45 annually.
The dues include six issues of “The
STAR” each year, plus your local
section’s newsletter (like this one).  To
pay by mail, make your check payable
to MBCA, and mail it along with your
name, spouse’s name, address and
telephone numbers and occupations
to:

Mercedes-Benz Club of
America, Inc.

National Business Office
1907 Lelaray Street

Colorado Springs, CO 80909

Or, ask a member for an application.
You can also yoin by visiting MBCA
on the Web:

http://www.mbca.org

Also, check out our local web site:

http://www.mbca.org/sacramento

Welcome New Members

Mercedes-Benz Club of America

Sacramento Section Officers ! 2003

President ....................................Bill Brandt ............................... (916) 399-1736
Vice President ............................Darryl Kielich ......................... (916) 684-7855
Secretary ....................................John Dupriest .......................... (916) 933-2185
Treasurer ....................................Sandra Reese ........................... (530) 878-1999
Director at Large .....................Lou Meikle ..........................(530)662-8169
Past President ...........................Inga Bourdon ....................... (707) 864-0567
Past President ...........................Iris Matthews

Staff

Activities Chair ..........................Darryl Kielich .......................... (916)684-7855
Managing Editor .......................Bill Brandt ............................... (916) 399-1736
Editor ........................................Chris Dudte.........................(408) 806-4417

Historian ...................................Open
Sunshine Chair .........................Ginger Sanigar .................... (916) 961-9145
Webmaster .................................Craig Griffith ....................... (916) 988-2328

MBCA Western Region
Regional Director ....................Richard Simonds .................. (650) 592-7613

t h e     c a p i t o l     S T A R

Order your MBCA name badge  for $7 at the
club store in the Star Magazine

James Anderson El  Dorado Hills, CA

Inger  Bisson Sacramento

Scott & Tina Brewster Folsom, CA

E. Davis
Patrick Kennedy Wilton, CA

Dana & Susan Phillips Granite Bay, CA
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Mercedes Mart
This column is the Sacramento Section’s
want ads. The vehicles must be Mercedes.
Mercedes accessories are also accepted.
The ads will be printed for 3 months, at
which time the seller must renew them.  Cost
for Sacramento Section members is free –
Free space will also be given to MBCA
members of other Sections on a space
available basis.  Non-members can
advertise here for $30 for 3 months. If you
are a non-member, you may wish to join
MBCA since you can also advertise in our
national magazine The Star at no charge.
We have a circulation of 450 members. Send
a copy of your ad, including your name and
phone number, to Bill Brandt, 5910 Gloria
Drive, Sacramento CA or email
wlb@lanset.com.

600 Vernon Street, Roseville, CA 95678
Corner of Vernon & Judah

(916) 782-4151
Monday-Friday 7:30 am-6:00 pm

www.bertinis.com

Roseville’s Finest German Car & Volvo Service Center
"""

4 Chrome 8 Hole 16" ‘MBZ’ Wheels with
50% used Pirelli ‘Z’ Tires for ‘E’ Class - $600

(530) 477-8266

"""

"""

""" """

1983 240D  2nd owner, maintained by my
SAE-member husband. 313,000 miles,
engine still tight. 4 speed manual, a/c ,
electric sunroof and Alpine radio. This
car is a solid 7 or 8/10.
$2,495

(916) 422-4923

1999 E320  4 door silver with gray leather
interior, new tires, 41,000 miles.
Excellant  condition, Calif car always
garaged. One owner, always maintained
by Mercedes Benz in Rocklin. $28,000.00.
Call member Bob Rippentrop— great
car—

 (916) 797-1076

1988 560SL, Hardtop and recent softtop.
Used daily and runs well. $12,500
 Ask for David at

 687-6102.

1969 300SEL 6.3 – a model known for its
speed and ride. A classic corn-yellow with
only 95,000 original miles. Have records
and books. Need upholstery). A 2 owner
car – we’ve had it nearly 30 years. Asking
$8,500 OBO.

 (925) 944-5858 (Walnut Creek, CA)

1994 E-320 Spruce Green / Parchment
leather interior Only 90K miles, California
car. All records. Beautiful car.

$12, 000.
916-933-1402 Andy

"""

1999 E430 - Astral Silver 77,000 miles.
Every option except GPS. $28,000.

(916) 481-6910
1972 350SL  Silver Ext, black int, both

tops, Euro bumpers smog exempt. Ex cond
$8500.00 Dee Diedrich  (916) 652-4484

1999 E430 Brilliant Silver 77,000 miles.
Every option except GPS. Custom made
front sheepskin seat covers. Sunroof.
Always garaged. Excellent  condition.

$28,000
(916) 481-6910
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STAR
5910 Gloria Dr.
Sacramento, CA  95822 First Class Mail

Important!
If you are planning on moving, or your
address is not correct on your mailing label,
the following information should help.

Please send address changes directly to:

MBCA
1907 Lelaray St.
Colorado Springs, CO 80909-2872

Or Call:  1-800-637-2360

We cannot make changes locally!


