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The reason that this club is so active
is because of you. We’ll be meeting
at the Sudwerks on Exposition Blvd,
right by Business 80. Dinner is at
6:00 PM – get there around 5:30 for
some drinks.

From what I have heard, there is
already a few things planned or
under consideration. If you missed
Hank & Anne Pezzetti’s trip to
Roaring Camp last year, you may
have another chance.

There is talk, nothing definite at the
time of this writing, but we may have
a joint Section event with the San
Francisco and North Bay for a
driving event at Sears Point.

Our friend Wolfgang Weiss, just
back from Stuttgart, wants to have
another tour at the fuel cell center
in West Sacramento.

We need your help to make 2002
another active year for the
Sacramento Section.

And I’d like to thank our members
who last year gave their time and

made sure we had an activity every
month.

For those of you who haven’t hosted
an event, they are a lot of work –
but you get the satisfaction of seeing
your fellow members have a good
time. If you have some ideas but feel
like you’d want some help just ask
me.

I have highlighted Sudwerks
because it will not be at Daniel’s
Restaurant this time.

Dinner will be only $15.00 per
person, and includes salad and
sourdough bread with butter, and
coffee, tea or soda.

I can tell you from experience that
the Jaeger Schnitzel is very good –

Entrée Choices: Jaeger Schnitzel,
Tuscan Ravioli (with ricotta cheese
and spinach), or Oriental Chicken
Salad (a traditional German
favorite).

See you on the 24th!
-Bill

November Planning Meeting
Saturday, November 24th

Sudwerks Restaurant
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President’s
Message   by: Bill Brandt

Submit articles to:
Bill Brandt
5910 Gloria Dr.
Sacramento, CA 95822
e-mail: wlb@lanset.com

Deadline for submissions is the
20th of each month.

For changes to articles or ads:
Chris Dudte
(775) 673-1433
e-mail: cdudte@ao.net

Deadline for changes to articles
or ads is approximately the 26th
of each month.

t h e     c a p i t o l      S T A R

Contact Information for “the Capitol STAR”
New article ideas:
Bill Brandt
5910 Gloria Dr.
Sacramento, CA 95822
e-mail: wlb@lanset.com

Bill

We just finished the
Oktoberfest thanks to Kevin
& Gloria McKnight and we
are heading to our annual
planning meeting.

I want to thank those
members of the Sacramento
Section who gave so much of
their time to insure that we
had an event each month last
year. I believe at least 1
couple, Hank & Anne
Pezzetti, had their first Section
event. It was a trip to Roaring
Camp and was so enjoyed that
they are thinking of having a
similar event next year!

If you haven’t hosted an event
I would like you to consider

doing so. I am always
available for help if
you ask.

Our events last year were as
varied as our members – if
you have an interest why not
take the Section?  I’ve done
6 or 7 events and have learned
that if it interests me it
probably interests some other
club members.

I’d be willing to bet that of
MBCA’s 90 or so Sections,
not 10 have an activity each
month.  And the reason is you.

I talked with someone this
year that loves autocross
events. Why not bring the
Section? I took my 300E to
Starfest 96 and enrolled in all
of the driving events. Even
people with large S Class

sedans were enjoying the
autocross.

Another thing on my mind –
we have members from
Redding to Modesto and from
Reno – actually Fallon – over
to Fairfield. Although we’re
not the biggest Section in
terms of membership we have
to be one of the biggest, if not
these biggest, in area. And I’d
like all of you to participate.

So if you live 150 miles from
Sacramento and still would
like to host an event please
call or email me. I will block
off the month.

I’ll see you on the 24th!
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Von Housen Motors
Mercedes-Benz Center

1810 Howe Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95825

(916) 924-8000

Parts Department is open to serve our clients
Monday thru Friday from 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

&
Saturdays from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm

           Infant                             Toddler                         Child Booster
             $158                               $140                            $163

M-Class Cap
100% Cotton
$18.50 to $20

M-Class Shirt
100% Cotton Polos
$68 to $74

Stainless Steel with
Quartz Movement
$170

Velour Floor Mats
$71 to $110

Car Care Kit
$98

Report on the Regional
Bass Lake Weekend

For decades, the Los Angeles Section
would host this trip to Bass Lake. For
the last few years, under the direction
of our Western Regional Director,
Richard Simonds, this tradition has
continued. Our Sacramento Section
was represented by Bob Cottam and
Alice Rocha, Allen & Betty
Funkhouser, and Paul & Alvina
Zakel.

Saturday October 6th we had a rally
into Yosemite, which was only 16
miles away. I was riding with Cecil
Brewer (our MBCA Director At
Large) and Uwe “Eddie the German”
Trauschweizer. “Eddie” is a carefree
Stuttgarter by way of South Africa,
and has been touring the world. He
brought his 170 Cabriolet (Type A?)
over from South Africa – showed it
at the Hillsbourgh Councours and
sold it here some time later.

His particular Cabrio had only front
seats and was a beautiful car. I was
told that only about 700 were made.

Maybe the Bourdans can tell us how
many versions of the versatile 170
were produced? Seems to me there
have been at least half a dozen and
probably more like a dozen! Prewar
and Postwar.

Since Uwe was a good 6’2” I
volunteered to sit on the back seat
of Cecil’s 123-bodied 300CD for the
entire day. Have any of you sat in the
back of a small Mercedes coupe for
a day? It builds character if your
height is at least 5 feet.  It wasn’t as
bad as the time I rode in my aunt’s
1977 300D 1200 miles straight to
Florida- but it was a challenge.
... continued on page 5
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Come join the party! Our 2001
Christmas party will be held at the
Casa Garden Restaurant, 2760
Sutterville Rd., Sacramento, on
Saturday, December 15th.
 
To begin the evening in a holiday
spirit, we will be greeted with
sparkling wine and hors d’oeuves at
5:00PM in the gaily-decorated dining
room. Dinner will follow at 6:00PM.
 
The menu will consist of: Caesar
salad; choice of Lemon chicken or
vegetarian entree; rolls with butter;
wine with dinner; dessert and coffee
or tea. While the menu is limited, you
will not be disappointed. The food is
excellent. The cost of the complete
meal is only $15.00.
 
As a way of sharing this season of
giving with the members, and to
help make this event a success, the
Club is underwriting some of the
cost for the evening. We need a
minimum of 80 people, and a

maximum of 93 people. All
proceeds from the dinner go
directly to Casa de los Ninos and
its programs.
 
Last year, the gifts donated from our
Christmas party were well received
and appreciated at the Sacramento
Children’s Home.(Casa de los Ninos)
 
This year we decided to ask them
what they really needed for the
children besides toys. Their answer
was as follows:

“This year we are asking for kitchen
ware of all kinds, things that are
suitable for setting up a household
for the young adults leaving to start
on their own.”

Once the children reach 18 years old,
they must leave and start their own
household.

Also, clothing for boys or girls, ages
18 months to 18 yrs.

Casa de los Ninos requests that we
not wrap the items.

We hope that each of you will bring
what you can to share with the
children.

And, to keep in the spirit of giving,
there will be a few interesting door
prizes. See you there!

Happy Holidays!
Sandy Reese, Paul and Barbara Taloff

Reservations deadline will be
December 5th.

Directions to Casa Garden
Restaurant:  From Sacramento take
Hwy 99 south, either from Hwy 50
or Capitol City freeway/80. Exit at
12th Ave.(Sutterville Rd.) heading
West. Cross Franklin Blvd. and ease
into the left lane. Entrance to Casa’s
parking lot is approximately 1/2
block pass the King Super Market.

Christmas Party
December 15, 2001

We met at Scheidel’s restaurant near
Grass Valley Saturday, October 27th.
After a wonderful dinner of
sauerbraten (with naturally a German
beer) we were treated to some nice
Bavarian music with Kevin
McKnight’s  band. We also got some
of the history of each music selection.

Although we had our own closed
private room the waitress told us that

people all over the restaurant were
clapping and stamping their feet!

Kevin and his band played many
lovely selections from both the
Rhineland and Bavaria.

No Oktoberfest would be complete
without a rendition of what we call
the “Chicken Dance” – and what the
Germans call the Vogeltanz  (bird

dance).  Led by the Alan Geiken
dance troupe most of us were on the
dance floor with the music!

The food, company and music were
excellent – we all had a good time at
our annual Oktoberfest.

Thank you Kevin & Gloria for
hosting this event!
-Bill

Sacramento Section’s Oktoberfest!
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November Planning Meeting
November 24, 2001 5:30 PM- Sudwerks

____ Jaeger Schnitzel

____ Tuscan Ravioli (with ricotta cheese and spinach)

____ Oriental Chicken Salad

Checks at $15.00/person made out to MBCA Sacramento Section

Mail to: Bill Brandt
5910 Gloria Drive
Sacramento, CA 95822

Christmas Party
December 15, 2001 5:00 PM

____ Lemon Chicken

____ Vegetarian Entrée (to be decided)

Checks made out to MBCA Sacramento Section at $15.00/person.

Mail to: Sandy Reese
PO Box 753
Applegate, CA  95703

Deadline: December 5, 2001

The rally was also a challenge but
through our own Section Rallies I
have been trained by some of the best.
Teachers like Bob Cottam, Julie
Flagg, Sandy Reese, Barbara Tallof,
Darryl Kielich…. Trained to  “read
between the lines” of a question…

Despite this, we did not place but if I
am not mistaken Bob and Alice got a
rally award.

Saturday evening I met some
characters from the San Diego
Section to the North Bay Section…
We had some wine from Lindsey &
Sandy Drobilisch’s private label, and

I talked with a former CIA operative
who had a career just as the Cold War
was starting.

He told me of a race in 1955 across
Russia, a flight in a Russian fighter
and a meeting with a beautiful KGB
major who then took him to the
Bolshoi.

I could tell you his name, but then
I’d have to– well, you know the drill.

Also have to tell you the story of the
500E and the Viper. It seems that
Central Cal member Martin Strauss
was going up the mountain in his

500E, and the Viper Club was along
side. Martin and a Viper passed each
other for a while, until Martin really
floored it leaving the Viper driver
scratching his head about that
“300E”.

I was told that in years past, MBCA
people would party until 5AM but
I’m afraid your President decided to
“hit the sack” around midnight.

Those of us who attended had a
wonderful time and I hope to see
more of you there next year!

-Bill

...Bass Lake Continued
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Please Note:

the capitol STAR is the official publi-
cation of the Sacramento Section of
the Mercedes Benz Club of America
and is provided solely for the benefit
of the members.  Opinions and ideas
are for information only.   No official
authentication is implied by the edi-
tor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA,
MBUSA, MBAG or DBAG.  No infer-
ence should be made that the prod-
ucts or services advertised or reported
herein have the approval of the Edi-
tor/Publisher, MBCA, MBNA,
MBUSA, MBAG or DBAG.  Permis-
sion to reproduce material orignal to
the capitol STAR is granted provided
proper permission and credit is given.

Join MBCA

To join the Mercedes-Benz Club of
America, call the MBCA National
Business Office at (800) 637-2360
and use your VISA or MasterCard.
Membership dues are $45 annually.
The dues include six issues of “The
STAR” each year, plus your local
section’s newsletter (like this one).  To
pay by mail, make your check payable
to MBCA, and mail it along with your
name, spouse’s name, address and
telephone numbers and occupations
to:

Mercedes-Benz Club of
America, Inc.

National Business Office
1907 Lelaray Street

Colorado Springs, CO 80909

Or, ask a member for an application.
You can also yoin by visiting MBCA
on the Web:

http://www.mbca.org

Also, check out our local web site:

http://www.mbca.org/sacramento

Welcome New Members

Mercedes-Benz Club of America

Sacramento Section Officers l 2001-2002

President .................................. Bill Brandt .............................. (916) 399-1736
Vice President .......................... Darryl Kielich ......................... (916) 684-7855
Secretary .................................. John Dupriest ......................... (916) 933-2185
Treasurer ................................. Sandra Reese .......................... (530) 878-1999
Director at Large ..................... Henry Sudtell .......................... (530) 677-3714
Past President .......................... Inga Bourdon .......................... (707) 864-0567
Past President .......................... Iris Matthews

Staff

Activities Chair ........................ Darryl Kielich .......................... (916)684-7855
Managing Editor ...................... Bill Brandt .............................. (916) 399-1736
Editor ...................................... Chris Dudte ............................ (775) 673-1433
Circulation Manager ................ Julius & Bill Frieske ............... (916) 455-5118
Historian ................................. Henry Sudtell .......................... (530) 677-3714
Sunshine Chair ........................ Ginger Sanigar ....................... (916) 961-9145
Webmaster ............................... Craig Griffith .......................... (916) 988-2328

MBCA Western Region
Regional Director ................... Richard Simonds .................. (650) 592-7613

t h e     c a p i t o l      S T A R

Order your MBCA name badge at the club store

John Bargas
-Roseville, CA

Elizabeth & Ronald Caceres
-Woodland, CA

Virginia Lantry
Ben Katz
-Davis, CA

Jean & Charles Kruck
-Roseville, CA

Bobbie Larson
-Elk Grove, CA

Ezell Ware
-Elk Grove, CA
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vvv
1994 Mercedes E320 convertible, very lim-
ited production 5 passenger cabriolet,
dealer serviced, black, cd, alarm, factory
chrome wheels, located in Central Cal.
$35,975. gsmalz@sierratel.com

Gary Smalz
Home: (559) 658-7137
Work: (800) 314-7827

vvv
1981 300SD Turbo Diesel Silver gray w/
blue leather interior. AM/FM cassette/
sunroof/AC/PS/electric windows. 2nd
owner- father in law original owner.  $4000
OBO Must Sell!

Brent Brandolino (916) 791-8158
brandolino@aol.com

vvv
1962 190SL Red/Blk leather seats.  Always
covered and garaged.  Soft and hard tops.
Exceptional condition. $25K

Rob Purdie (530) 676-5940
vvv

1965 190D finback Engine completely re-
built – Good daily Driver. No rust or dents.
Good interior and tires. Local owner do-
nated 190D to local scout council to be sold
with proceeds to be used in their local
camp/training center budget. $2,000 OBO

Dick Williams (916) 456-5383

vvv
1994 500 SL.  Dk Green with tan interior.
Excellent condition, loaded, original books,
chrome wheels, two tops, extra clean, 53K
miles.  $45K OBO.

Lynn Filiatreaux (916) 530-716-7171
vvv

Mercedes Mart
This column is for members to buy or sell
a personal car. The vehicle must be a
Mercedes. Neither the club nor the editor
make any representations whatsoever. This
is strictly a service. Prospective purchas-
ers are cautioned to investigate the offer-
ing thoroughly. We reserve the right to edit
copy, including the right to limit ads to 30
words or less. Ads are free to members in
good standing, $10 to non-members. Send
a copy of your ad, including your name and
phone number to: Chris Dudte, 6375
Saginaw Ct., Sun Valley, NV 89433 or e-
mail: cdudte@ao.net

600 Vernon Street, Roseville, CA 95678
Corner of Vernon & Judah

(916) 782-4151
Monday-Friday 7:30 am-6:00 pm

www.bertinis.com

Roseville’s Finest German Car & Volvo Service Center

R e a l  Estate  Serv ices  
H o m e s    *    A c r e a g e   *   I n v e s t m ents  

Cont inuous ly  in  bus ines s  fu l l  t ime  s ince  1972 

John  D uPr ies t  T o l l  F ree :800 /2 1 5 -2 1 8 5 

The Trace Corporation 
2805 Twelve Oaks Drive, Penryn, CA 95663  

Combin ing  t he  l a t e s t  t e chno logy  wi th  o ld  f a sh ioned  ha rd  work  
and pers is tence.   Vis i t  m y web  s i t e  a t   w w w .d u p riest .com   
then cl ic k  on  t es t imonia l s  to  read  w hat  m y cl ients  say… ...  

1970 280SL, $19,000.
 Les Sanders (916) 944-2811
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Silver Star Recycling
www.silverstarrecycling.com

Now available:
reconditioned engines and rebuilt cylinder heads

Engines 4 cyl diesel All MBZ Cylinder heads
starting at $1950.00 starting at $475.00

Save up to 90% over new with
our used parts

11315A Dismantle Court  Rancho Cordova, CA 95742
(916)631-7300 Toll Free 1-800-783-4911

Important!
If you are planning on moving, or your
address is not correct on your mailing label,
the following information should help.

Please send address changes directly to:

MBCA
1907 Lelaray St.
Colorado Springs, CO 80909-2872

Or Call:  1-800-637-2360

We cannot make changes locally!


