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GOLD PANNING AT ROARING CAMP
Saturday, July 14, 2001 – 9:45 AM

Roaring Camp, located at Clinton Bar in the Mokelumne River Canyon, is
in an area that is still being mined today.  The excursion to the Canyon
begins in a parking lot in Pine Grove and they take us by truck into the
Canyon.  There is apparently quite a bit to see.  There is an actual Placer
Gold Mine operation, and they show you how to pan for gold if you want to
learn.  There are walking tours to abandoned areas, Wildlife and Mining
Artifacts Museum, rocks to collect, swimming if anyone is so minded, and
a Trading Post.  Lunch is available at the Trading Post.

The customary fare in the wilderness seems to be hamburgers,
cheeseburgers, fish sandwiches and popcorn shrimp, with french fries and
drinks.  It does not sound too strenuous and the people at the camp felt that
it was off the beaten track but a lot of fun and a very pleasant way to spend
the day.

We are scheduled for Saturday, July 14.  The truck leaves at 10:00 a.m., and
they want us there by 9:45 a.m.   We will rendezvous at the Sloughhouse Inn
on Jackson Highway at 8:30 a.m. and will depart for Pine Grove at precisely
8:45 a.m.  Clothing should be very casual.  We need a headcount no later
than June 15, since they may have to hire an additional truck driver and
need to know a number.  Total cost of the tour will be $15.00.  Lunch (at the
Trading Post) will be on you. Hope to see everyone there.
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Rally & Sunday Brunch at North Tahoe
August 19th, 2001

Mark your calendar for August 19th and beat that valley heat! Join us for a
champagne brunch at the Lone Eagle in Incline Village. Brunch will be buf-
fet and first class – at the time of this writing we’re working on a rally from
Sacramento.

Deadline:  August 12th
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President’s
Message   by: Bill Brandt

Submit articles to:
Bill Brandt
5910 Gloria Dr.
Sacramento, CA 95822
e-mail: wlb@lanset.com

Deadline for submissions is the
20th of each month.

For changes to articles or ads:
Chris Dudte
(775) 673-1433
e-mail: cdudte@ao.net

Deadline for changes to articles
or ads is approximately the 26th
of each month.

t h e     c a p i t o l      S T A R

New article ideas:
Bill Brandt
5910 Gloria Dr.
Sacramento, CA 95822
e-mail: wlb@lanset.com

Bill

Contact Information for “the Capitol STAR”

We just finished Tom & Inga’s
rally, and what an adventure!
Coming right up is Bob
Cottam’s Shriner’s Concours.
Then some gold panning!
August we’ll have a rally and
brunch up at Incline Village.

Speaking of adventures, I have
been in one involving a Euro
380SL. A friend of mine bought
the car 7 years ago and had a
stroke 6 months later. Other
than her husband driving it twice
a month since then, it has sat in
the garage.

 I have had this car in my garage
for 2 weeks attending to some
small things – then will drive it
to Dallas to the new buyer.

Like all Mercedes, driving the

To work and to the store. On
vacations. One time about 3
years ago I just got in the car –
pointed it east, and drove 7,000
miles around the country in 2
weeks. A woman drove me to
that, but that’s another story…
I decided to use the car the way
Daimler Benz intended. Now at
210,000 miles, it gives no
indication of wanting to retire.

I guess my revised view mirrors
Ferry Porsche’s. When Bill
Harrah apologized to Ferry for
not having one Porsche in his
collection, Ferry laughed and
said, “That’s OK – my cars
were meant to be driven”.

See you at the Concours!

car has been the best
tonic for rejuvenation.
The slight pull to the

left is disappearing with some
strong use of the brakes. This
car has but 67,000 miles – like
it was left in a time capsule. It’s
white with palomino interior –
a combination that I find very
attractive. In early June I will
take this car on the 2000-mile
trip.

The more I have driven it, the
better it runs! Sorta mirrors my
300E. When I got it 5 or 6 years
ago this ’86 had only 65,000
miles. I used to keep it in my
garage to be used on weekends
sparingly. I wanted to keep the
mileage low.

One day I asked myself
“Why”? To eventually sell to
someone else a “low mileage”
car? So I just started to drive it.
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Von Housen Motors
Mercedes-Benz Center

1810 Howe Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95825

(916) 924-8000

Parts Department is open to serve our clients
Monday thru Friday from 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

&
Saturdays from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm

           Infant                             Toddler                         Child Booster
             $158                               $140                            $163

M-Class Cap
100% Cotton
$18.50 to $20

M-Class Shirt
100% Cotton Polos
$68 to $74

Stainless Steel with
Quartz Movement
$170

Velour Floor Mats
$71 to $110

Car Care Kit
$98

Nevada Open Road
Challenge

There are three secrets to be a
success at almost anything you
do...preparation...preparation
and most of all preparation.

Last week was the Nevada
Open Road Challenge; I had
been getting ready for this Rally
for the past six months. There
was a lot of work that I wanted
to do to my 280 SLC before I
took it for a ride at speeds up
to 124 MPH (in my class 125
MPH and your disqualified).

The Nevada Open Road
Challenge is a 90-mile course on
Hwy. 318 between Lund and
Hiko Nevada. The Rally part is
to run at an average speed over
the 90 miles. The classes start
at 95 MPH and in five miles per
hour increments go up to 180
MPH. The last class is called
“Open”, this means the fastest
car over the 90 mile course is
the winner.

I was in the 105 MPH class; this
means that from start to finish
the drive should take 51 min. 25
sec (51.25.71 to be exact) It
went by like it was about eight
minutes. If you go over 124 you
get a ticket at the end from the
Nevada Highway Patrol for that
speed in a 55 MPH zone
“ouch”. There is a known speed
trap in the middle of the run and
continued on page 4...
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if you like, they will send you a certificate
for the speed you’re traveling at that time. I
went ahead and spent the extra money and
they clocked me going through the traps at
124 MPH. All I can say is thank goodness
for the invention of GPS.

I like the idea that some is good but more is
better, so all the information I could put into
my course and time notes, I did. All of this
information worked well for us until we
cleared the narrows, which is where the
tightest turns are in the 90-mile course. My
navigator, Brian Harris a friend of mine for
over 26 years said we were within one half a
second of our time as we exited the turns
into the straight heading for the finish line.
This is where we met up with Murphy’s Law,
I had put times and mileage points on the
cheat sheets for everything. As we passed
the mileage markers at 105 MPH it was all
Brian could do to keep up with giving me
our time to finish.  As it turned out he was
going straight down the page and included
some times that were not at the exact mile
markers. This made it look like we were going
too fast, so we slowed down to get back on
time. Before we found the problem there was
only a little over one mile left to catch up to
our correct time. I pushed the pedal down
and we were back over 120 MPH and going
over the finish line 16.9 seconds late. I found
that sometimes KISS (Keep It Simple Stupid)
beats preparation.

The car definitely benefited from the
preparation, in the 1800 miles I drove that
week the only thing I had to do was check
the tire pressure before going on the run.
This includes running hot laps on the road
course at the Nevada Motor Speedway in
Las Vegas for qualifying.

For me it was like being ten years old going
to Disneyland. I have already put my name
in for the next Nevada Open Road Challenge
for 2002... The planning starts now.
-Darryl C. Kielich

...continued from page 3

Last Saturday, May 19th, 34 of us met at
picnic area at Lake Solano to start the rally
with croissants, melons and drinks. Tom and
Inga Bourdon threw a few delightful curves
into the notion of a traditional rally.

First we had a “gear-head’s” version of
horseshoes by tossing fan belts onto old
oil cans – or in my case – seeing how close
I could get. Those who got some hits then
earned some points towards the rally.

As we started, Tom and his able assistant
Lou Meikle graded each contestant by how
close he/she could drive get the front of
their bumper dead center over the Mercedes
Tri Star. Those who were accurate got more
points towards the rally.

Before we all left, we were each given 3 wine
bottle corks with a sticker and number on it.

If you think you have seen the Napa Valley
you probably would have enjoyed this rally.
We stayed off the beaten path…

For example – Do you know where black
bears breed in Napa County? Or why the
town of Angwin is closed on Saturday?

I was serving as navigator for new member
Christa Jellison’s C280 Sport, and believe me
the beautiful handling of the Sport
suspension was appreciated!

Sandra Reese lamented the fact that her 190E
2.3-16 had a fuel pump failure – Ink Grade
Road which was narrow and full of turns for
miles - would have been perfect for her car…

At the final check point we again tried to

align the front of the bumper with the
Mercedes Star.

We had dinner at Jonesey’s Steakhouse on
the tarmac of the Napa airport. I had heard
of this restaurant for decades and the steaks
lived up to their reputation. As the steaks
were delivered our noisy banquet room fell
to a tomb like silence as we were enjoying
the steaks!

Members with the most original entry to this
rally had to be Ed and Karen Champoux, who
parked their Cessna among the Gulfstreams
and Learjets belonging to the wineries.

Third place winner was Team Hoffman,
second went to Team Gulden and the first
place was won by Team Weidman.
Incidentally, the difference in points
between first and second was determined
from the “driving over the Tri-Star” test – it
was that close!

The wine bottle corks? Well, the Bourdon’s
threw yet another curve at us – saying “See
those numbers on the peel off stickers? Well,
those numbers are meaningless – peel off
the stickers to find the valid numbers!”

Winner of this with the highest added
numbers was Kevin McKnight.

The Bourdons told me that they drove this
71-mile course 9 times in planning the
questions. Their effort was reflected in the
enjoyment we all had.

I’d like to thank Inga and Tom Bourdon for
an unforgetful rally.
 -Bill Brandt

The Uncorked Rally
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Brunch at North Tahoe
August 19, 2001

Price includes brunch.

Total # @ $32.00 = ___________

Name(s) _______________________________ Evening phone # ___________________

Mailing Address __________________________________________________________

Make check payable to MBCA Sacramento Section and mail to:
Carolyn and Gary Twing
14615 Banner Quaker Hill Road
Nevada City, CA 95959

Entry Deadline: August 12, 2001

Gold Panning at Roaring Camp
July 14, 2001

Price includes cost of tour only.  Lunch extra.

Names:_____________________________________________________

__________ Lunches @ 15.00 per person = ________________________

Make check to MBCA Sacramento Section and mail to:
Henry & Anne Pezzetti
11371 Randolph Road
Wilton, CA  95693

Deadline: June 15th to for a head count.

Ask Al!

Almira “Al” Angeloni has informed me that she is moving to Connecticut to help her ailing mother.
However, due to the fact that with the Internet there is no distance she still wants to get your
questions!

So continue to email her and watch for her column again next month!  She can be reached at
alrogangeloni@juno.com.
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Please Note:

the capitol STAR is the official publi-
cation of the Sacramento Section of
the Mercedes Benz Club of America
and is provided solely for the benefit
of the members.  Opinions and ideas
are for information only.   No official
authentication is implied by the edi-
tor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA,
MBUSA, MBAG or DBAG.  No infer-
ence should be made that the prod-
ucts or services advertised or reported
herein have the approval of the Edi-
tor/Publisher, MBCA, MBNA,
MBUSA, MBAG or DBAG.  Permis-
sion to reproduce material orignal to
the capitol STAR is granted provided
proper permission and credit is given.

Join MBCA

To join the Mercedes-Benz Club of
America, call the MBCA National
Business Office at (800) 637-2360
and use your VISA or MasterCard.
Membership dues are $45 annually.
The dues include six issues of “The
STAR” each year, plus your local
section’s newsletter (like this one).  To
pay by mail, make your check payable
to MBCA, and mail it along with your
name, spouse’s name, address and
telephone numbers and occupations
to:

Mercedes-Benz Club of
America, Inc.

National Business Office
1907 Lelaray Street

Colorado Springs, CO 80909

Or, ask a member for an application.
You can also yoin by visiting MBCA
on the Web:

http://www.mbca.org

Also, check out our local web site:

http://www.mbca.org/sacramento

Welcome New Members

Mercedes-Benz Club of America

Sacramento Section Officers l 2001-2002

President ................................ Bill Brandt............................. (916) 399-1736
Vice President ......................... Phil Dusel.............................. (530) 756-1549
Secretary ............................... John Dupriest ..................... (916) 933-2185
Treasurer ............................... Sandra Reese ...................... (530) 878-1999
Director at Large ................... Darryl Kielich ..................... (916) 684-7855
Past President ........................ Inga Bourdon ..................... (707) 864-0567
Past President ........................ Iris Matthews

Staff

Activities Chair ....................... Phil Dusel.............................. (530) 756-1549
Managing Editor ................... Bill Brandt .......................... (916) 399-1736
Editor .................................... Chris Dudte ........................ (775) 673-1433
Circulation Manager ............. Julius & Bill Frieske ........... (916) 455-5118
Historian ............................... Phil Dusel ........................... (530) 756-1549
Sunshine Chair ...................... Ginger Sanigar ................... (916) 961-9145
Webmaster ............................. Craig Griffith ..................... (916) 988-2328

MBCA Western Region
Regional Director .................. Richard Simonds ................. (650) 592-7613

t h e     c a p i t o l      S T A R

Order your MBCA name badge at the club store

Joseph Serrano
- Incline Village, NV
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vvv
1956 190SL Red/blk leather seats, black
conv. top, orig. wheels. Garaged at Tahoe,
dry driving only. Very good cond. I’ve
owned the car for 12 years, and the
odometer reads 41,000. $22.5 k

K.F. Caillat, (775) 588-2609
PO Box 10292, Zephyr Cove, NV 89448

vvv
500 SLC 1980. 78K. Silver Blue, Navy
leather interior. Nearly all options. One of
the finest examples of this rare automobile.
$20,000 Firm.

Doug Hernandez (707)451-0668

vvv
1976 450 SLC Blue with beige interior.
Excellent condition, has A/C and all
original. Garaged in California since new.
151K. $12,000.

Carol (916) 922-8826

vvv
Mercedes Benz 280E 1978 6-cylinder gas,
only 135K, silver, clean, standard accesso-
ries (ac, electric windows, power lock, power
steering, radio etc.), runs great, excellent
condition, smogged, new tires, clean $ 3150

Christian Beck  (916) 375-0377
vvv

1972 280SE Wht/blue, auto, alarm w/remote
entry, recent injection pump rebuild, 202K,
looks, drives nice. $4,850.

Charlie (530) 894-1102

Mercedes Mart
This column is for members to buy or sell
a personal car. The vehicle must be a
Mercedes. Neither the club nor the editor
make any representations whatsoever. This
is strictly a service. Prospective purchas-
ers are cautioned to investigate the offer-
ing thoroughly. We reserve the right to edit
copy, including the right to limit ads to 30
words or less. Ads are free to members in
good standing, $10 to non-members. Send
a copy of your ad, including your name and
phone number to: Chris Dudte, 6375
Saginaw Ct., Sun Valley, NV 89433 or e-
mail: cdudte@ao.net

600 Vernon Street, Roseville, CA 95678
Corner of Vernon & Judah

(916) 782-4151
Monday-Friday 7:30 am-6:00 pm

www.bertinis.com

Roseville’s Finest German Car & Volvo Service Center
vvv

1965 190D finback Engine completely rebuilt
– Good daily Driver. No rust or dents. Good
interior and tires. Local owner donated 190D
to local scout council to be sold with pro-
ceeds to be used in their local camp/train-
ing center budget. $2,000 OBO

Dick Williams (916) 456-5383

vvv

1990 300 TE Wagon. White/Parchment
interior. Third Seat. Chrome wheels, 163,000
miles. Excellent Condition. All records
available; serviced by Von Housen. $13,000.

 Donna DeMartini 638-0151

vvv

1991 190E tan w/tan leather interior.
Excellent condition w/133,000 miles.  Perfect
leather interior, CD, sunroof...great car.
$9000 OBO

Patti (916) 447-1451

vvv

500SEL, 1985. Only 99,000 miles, spotless
inside & outside. All Accessories & fully
EPA compliant. Thistle Green with leather,
sunroof, gas pre-heater (set time to go on).
$16,000.

Emil Slatkovski, (775) 782-9518.

vvv
1981 300SD Turbo Diesel Silver gray w/ blue
leather interior. AM/FM cassette/sunroof/
AC/PS/electric windows. 2nd owner- father
in law original owner.  $5800 OBO

Brent Brandolino (916) 791-8158
brandolino@aol.com

vvv
1962 190SL Red/Blk leather seats.  Always
covered and garaged.  Soft and hard tops.
Exceptional condition. $25K

Rob Purdie (530) 676-5940

Real  Es ta te  Serv ices  
H o m e s    *    A c r e a g e   *   I n v e s t m e n t s  

Cont inuous ly  i n  bus ines s  fu l l  t ime  s ince  1972 

J o h n  DuPr i e s t  To l l  F ree :800 /215 -2 1 8 5 

The Trace Corporation 
2805 Twelve Oaks Drive, Penryn, CA 95663  

Combin ing  the  l a t e s t  t e chno logy  wi th  o ld  f a sh ioned  ha rd  work  
and  pers i s tence .   Vis i t  my web  s i t e  a t   w w w . d u p r i e s t . c o m   
then clic k  on  t e s t imon ia l s  t o  r ead  wha t  my  c l i en t s  s ay…. . .  
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Silver Star Recycling
www.silverstarrecycling.com

Now available:
reconditioned engines and rebuilt cylinder heads

Engines 4 cyl diesel All MBZ Cylinder heads
starting at $1950.00 starting at $475.00

Save up to 90% over new with
our used parts

11315A Dismantle Court  Rancho Cordova, CA 95742
(916)631-7300 Toll Free 1-800-783-4911

Important!
If you are planning on moving, or your
address is not correct on your mailing label,
the following information should help.

Please send address changes directly to:

MBCA
1907 Lelaray St.
Colorado Springs, CO 80909-2872

Or Call:  1-800-637-2360

We cannot make changes locally!


